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Abstract 

F. Scott Fitzgerald's novels offer a complex and ambivalent portrayal of the American 

Dream. He shows how the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to both success and failure, 

happiness and despair. He also suggests that the American Dream is an illusion, that it is 

impossible for everyone to achieve success and prosperity. One of the most famous 

examples of this is the character of Jay Gatsby in The Great Gatsby. Gatsby is a self-made 

millionaire who has achieved everything he has ever wanted, including the woman he loves, 

Daisy Buchanan. However, Gatsby's wealth and success are ultimately meaningless. He is 

unable to recapture the past and win Daisy's love. In the end, he is killed by George Wilson, 

a man who believes that Gatsby is responsible for the death of his wife, Myrtle.Gatsby's 

story is a cautionary tale about the dangers of the American Dream. Fitzgerald shows how 

the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to corruption and emptiness. He also suggests that 

the American Dream is an illusion, that it is impossible for everyone to achieve success and 

prosperity. 

Introduction 

F. Scott Fitzgerald was an American novelist, essayist, and short story writer, whose works 

are the paradigmatic writings of the Jazz Age. He is widely regarded as one of the greatest 

American writers of the 20th century. Fitzgerald's novels and short stories are known for 

their beautiful language, complex characters, and social commentary. He often explored 

themes of wealth, class, love, and loss in his work. Some of his most famous works include 

The Great Gatsby, Tender Is the Night, This Side of Paradise, and The Beautiful and 
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Damned.Fitzgerald's writing was influenced by a number of authors, including John Keats, 

Joseph Conrad, and Henry James. He was also a close friend of Ernest Hemingway, and the 

two writers often influenced each other's work.Fitzgerald's life was marked by both success 

and tragedy. He achieved early fame and fortune with the publication of This Side of 

Paradise in 1920. However, his marriage to Zelda Sayre was tumultuous, and his drinking 

and mental health problems worsened over time. Fitzgerald died of a heart attack in 1940 at 

the age of 44. 

Despite his relatively short life, Fitzgerald's legacy is immense. His work has been adapted 

into numerous films and television shows, and it continues to be read and studied by people 

all over the world. Fitzgerald's writing offers a unique and insightful look into the American 

Dream and the challenges and contradictions of modern life. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald's novels are known for their exploration of the American Dream, the idea 

that anyone can achieve success and prosperity through hard work and determination. 

However, Fitzgerald's portrayal of the American Dream is often complex and ambivalent. 

He shows how the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to disillusionment and despair. 

One of the most famous examples of this is the character of Jay Gatsby in The Great Gatsby. 

Gatsby is a self-made millionaire who has achieved everything he has ever wanted, 

including the woman he loves, Daisy Buchanan. However, Gatsby's wealth and success are 

ultimately meaningless. He is unable to recapture the past and win Daisy's love. In the end, 

he is killed by George Wilson, a man who believes that Gatsby is responsible for the death 

of his wife, Myrtle. 

Gatsby's story is a cautionary tale about the dangers of the American Dream. Fitzgerald 

shows how the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to corruption and emptiness. He also 

suggests that the American Dream is an illusion, that it is impossible for everyone to achieve 

success and prosperity. 

Another example of Fitzgerald's ambivalent portrayal of the American Dream is the 

character of Dexter Green in Winter Dreams. Dexter is a young man who is determined to 

achieve the American Dream. He works hard and eventually becomes successful, but he is 
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never truly happy. He is always looking for something more, and he is never satisfied with 

what he has. 

Dexter's story shows how the American Dream can be a treadmill. Once you achieve one 

goal, you are always looking for the next one. There is no end to the pursuit of wealth and 

status. Fitzgerald suggests that the American Dream is ultimately unfulfilling. 

Fitzgerald's novels also explore the dark side of the American Dream. He shows how the 

pursuit of wealth and status can lead to crime, corruption, and violence. For example, in The 

Great Gatsby, Tom Buchanan is a wealthy man who is accustomed to getting his own way. 

He has no qualms about cheating on his wife or committing adultery. Tom's character shows 

how the American Dream can lead to a sense of entitlement and a disregard for 

others.Another example of the dark side of the American Dream is the character of George 

Wilson in The Great Gatsby. George is a poor man who is struggling to make ends meet. He 

is desperate to provide for his wife, Myrtle, but he is unable to do so. George's character 

shows how the American Dream can lead to despair and desperation. 

Fitzgerald's novels offer a complex and ambivalent portrayal of the American Dream. He 

shows how the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to both success and failure, happiness 

and despair. He also suggests that the American Dream is an illusion, that it is impossible for 

everyone to achieve success and prosperity. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald's novels are a valuable exploration of the American Dream. He offers a 

complex and nuanced view of this central American myth, showing how it can both inspire 

and corrupt. Fitzgerald's work remains relevant today, as we continue to grapple with the 

meaning of the American Dream and the role it plays in our lives.F. Scott Fitzgerald's novels 

are known for their exploration of the American Dream, the idea that anyone can achieve 

success and prosperity through hard work and determination. However, Fitzgerald's 

portrayal of the American Dream is often complex and ambivalent. He shows how the 

pursuit of wealth and status can lead to disillusionment and despair.One of the most famous 

examples of this is the character of Jay Gatsby in The Great Gatsby. Gatsby is a self-made 

millionaire who has achieved everything he has ever wanted, including the woman he loves, 
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Daisy Buchanan. However, Gatsby's wealth and success are ultimately meaningless. He is 

unable to recapture the past and win Daisy's love. In the end, he is killed by George Wilson, 

a man who believes that Gatsby is responsible for the death of his wife, Myrtle. 

Gatsby's story is a cautionary tale about the dangers of the American Dream. Fitzgerald 

shows how the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to corruption and emptiness. He also 

suggests that the American Dream is an illusion, that it is impossible for everyone to achieve 

success and prosperity. 

Another example of Fitzgerald's ambivalent portrayal of the American Dream is the 

character of Dexter Green in Winter Dreams. Dexter is a young man who is determined to 

achieve the American Dream. He works hard and eventually becomes successful, but he is 

never truly happy. He is always looking for something more, and he is never satisfied with 

what he has. 

Dexter's story shows how the American Dream can be a treadmill. Once you achieve one 

goal, you are always looking for the next one. There is no end to the pursuit of wealth and 

status. Fitzgerald suggests that the American Dream is ultimately unfulfilling. 

Fitzgerald's novels also explore the dark side of the American Dream. He shows how the 

pursuit of wealth and status can lead to crime, corruption, and violence. For example, in The 

Great Gatsby, Tom Buchanan is a wealthy man who is accustomed to getting his own way. 

He has no qualms about cheating on his wife or committing adultery. Tom's character shows 

how the American Dream can lead to a sense of entitlement and a disregard for others. 

Another example of the dark side of the American Dream is the character of George Wilson 

in The Great Gatsby. George is a poor man who is struggling to make ends meet. He is 

desperate to provide for his wife, Myrtle, but he is unable to do so. George's character shows 

how the American Dream can lead to despair and desperation. Fitzgerald's novels offer a 

complex and ambivalent portrayal of the American Dream. He shows how the pursuit of 

wealth and status can lead to both success and failure, happiness and despair. He also 

suggests that the American Dream is an illusion, that it is impossible for everyone to achieve 

success and prosperity. 
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Conclusion 

F. Scott Fitzgerald's novels are a valuable exploration of the American Dream. He offers a 

complex and nuanced view of this central American myth, showing how it can both inspire 

and corrupt. Fitzgerald's work remains relevant today, as we continue to grapple with the 

meaning of the American Dream and the role it plays in our lives. Fitzgerald's novels remain 

relevant today because the American Dream is still a central part of American culture. We 

continue to believe that anyone can achieve success and prosperity through hard work and 

determination. However, Fitzgerald's work reminds us that the American Dream can also be 

a dangerous illusion. It is important to be aware of the potential pitfalls of the American 

Dream and to pursue our goals in a way that is both ethical and meaningful. Fitzgerald's 

work is a valuable exploration of the American Dream because it challenges us to think 

critically about its meaning and its impact on our lives. He shows us that the American 

Dream is not always what it seems, and that it can have both positive and negative 

consequences. 
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