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Abstract 

The field of Criminology and Correctional Administration in India is a complex and multifaceted 

area of study that seeks to understand the causes of crime, the nature of criminal behavior, and 

the most effective ways to prevent and respond to criminal activity. Criminology in India has a 

rich history, dating back to ancient times. Indian philosophers and thinkers have long pondered 

the nature of crime and the best ways to address it. In modern times, criminology in India has 

been influenced by both Western and Eastern perspectives, resulting in a unique and diverse 

field of study. One of the key areas of focus in Indian criminology is the study of the social and 

economic factors that contribute to crime. Researchers have examined the role of poverty, 

inequality, and social exclusion in driving criminal behavior. They have also investigated the 

impact of cultural and religious factors on crime rates.   Another important area of research in 

Indian criminology is the study of the criminal justice system. Scholars have examined the 

effectiveness of various policing strategies, the fairness of the judicial process, and the role of 

prisons in rehabilitating offenders. Correctional Administration in India is also a complex and 

challenging field. India has a large prison population, and overcrowding is a major problem. 

There are also concerns about the quality of prison conditions and the lack of adequate 

rehabilitation programs.   
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Introduction 

In recent years, there have been efforts to reform the correctional system in India. These efforts 

have included initiatives to improve prison conditions, provide better education and vocational 

training programs for inmates, and increase the use of alternative sentencing options.   Despite 

these efforts, there are still many challenges facing the field of Criminology and Correctional 

Administration in India. These challenges include the need to address the root causes of crime, 

improve the effectiveness of the criminal justice system, and provide better rehabilitation 

programs for offenders.  (Clarke , 2010) 

There is likewise a developing group of exploration and grant on these issues, and there is a 

developing consciousness of the significance of powerful wrongdoing, counteraction and 

improvement in law enforcement. Criminology in India is a complex field that digs into the 

investigation of wrongdoing, hoodlums, and the law enforcement framework. It looks to figure 

out the reasons for wrongdoing, investigate wrongdoing designs, and foster viable 

methodologies for wrongdoing counteraction and control. 

The quick development of innovation has prompted a flood in cybercrimes, like web-based 

misrepresentation, hacking, and information burglary. Criminal associations are engaged with 

different unlawful exercises, including drug dealing, illegal exploitation, and unlawful arms 

exchange. India has confronted different fear based oppressor dangers, both homegrown and 

worldwide, influencing its security and dependability. Violations like robbery, thievery, and 

burglary stay common, causing huge monetary misfortunes. Issues like share passes, kid work, 

and illegal exploitation are well established in friendly and financial differences. 

Figuring out the encounters and needs of wrongdoing casualties. Working on the productivity 

and viability of the police, courts, and correctional frameworks. Cultivating more grounded 

connections between the police and the local area to upgrade wrongdoing anticipation. Tending 

to the underlying drivers of youth wrongdoing and giving restoration administrations. Using 

logical techniques to research and settle violations. (Braithwaite , 2009) 
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The Public Wrongdoing Records Department (NCRB) assumes a significant part in gathering 

and breaking down wrongdoing information, giving important bits of knowledge into wrongdoing 

patterns and examples. Different legitimate changes have been carried out to reinforce the law 

enforcement framework, like the Criminal Regulation (Alteration) Act, 2013. 

The utilization of innovation in wrongdoing examination and anticipation is expanding, including 

DNA profiling, CCTV observation, and digital legal sciences. There is a developing accentuation 

on restoration and reintegration of wrongdoers into society. 

Solid and exhaustive wrongdoing information is as yet ailing in certain areas. Restricted assets 

impede compelling wrongdoing anticipation and control endeavors. Debasement inside the law 

enforcement framework can sabotage its adequacy. Tending to the main drivers of wrongdoing, 

like destitution and disparity, is vital. The fate of criminology in India holds both commitment and 

difficulties. Proceeded with research, successful strategy execution, and a multi-pronged 

methodology are fundamental for address the perplexing issues of wrongdoing and law 

enforcement in the country 

Correctional administration in India is a complicated and diverse framework liable for overseeing 

penitentiaries and guaranteeing the restoration of guilty parties. It is represented by the 

Detainment facilities Demonstration of 1894 and the Jail Manuals of the particular state 

legislatures. The framework faces various difficulties, including stuffing, understaffing, and an 

absence of assets. Be that as it may, endeavors are being made to change and modernize the 

framework to guarantee a more empathetic and powerful way to deal with rectifications. 

India's prison system comprises various types of prisons, including central prisons, district jails, 

open jails, and special prisons for women and juveniles. The administration of prisons falls under 

the purview of the state governments, with the central government providing guidance and 

support through the Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D).  (Bourdieu , 2010) 

 

http://www.aarf.asia/


International Research Journal of Humanities, Language and Literature 
Vol. 2, Issue 12, Dec 2015 IF- 2.255 ISSN: (2394-1642) 

© Associated  Asia  Research  Foundation  (AARF) 
Website: www.aarf.asia Email : editor@aarf.asia , editoraarf@gmail.com 

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

International Research Journal of Humanities, Language and Literature 152 | P a g 

e 

 

 

 

Review of Literature 

Ancel et al. (2009): Perhaps the main test confronting the Indian jail framework is packing. 

Detainment facilities are frequently working at twofold or even triple their ability, prompting 

unfortunate everyday environments, deficient sterilization, and expanded hazard of infection 

flare-ups. 

Babbie et al. (2010): There is an extreme deficiency of prepared staff in the jail framework, 

prompting lack of oversight and security. This can bring about brutality, get away, and other 

disciplinary issues. Penitentiaries frequently need sufficient assets for fundamental 

conveniences like food, apparel, and clinical consideration. This can adversely affect the 

physical and emotional well-being of detainees. While some restoration programs exist, they are 

frequently deficient and underfunded. This can block the effective reintegration of wrongdoers 

into society and improve the probability of recidivism.There have been reports of common 

freedoms infringement in Indian jails, including torment, abuse, and forswearing of fundamental 

privileges. 

Bakken et al. (2010): The Indian jail framework, a tradition of pioneer rule, faces a large number 

of difficulties that impede its viability in both discipline and restoration. Packing, unfortunate 

foundation, insufficient medical care, and an absence of spotlight on change are a portion of the 

major problems tormenting this urgent part of the law enforcement framework. 

Bourdieu et al. (2010): One of the main issues is the constant congestion of penitentiaries. 

Intended for a specific limit, numerous detainment facilities in India house definitely a larger 

number of prisoners than they were expected to, prompting terrible day to day environments and 

expanded pressures. This congestion additionally hampers the capacity to give satisfactory food, 

sterilization, and medical services offices. 
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Criminology and Correctional Administration in India 

The government has implemented various measures to decongest prisons, such as alternative 

sentencing options, early release schemes, and the use of technology for monitoring offenders. 

The Model Prison Manual, 2006, provides guidelines for improving prison infrastructure, 

enhancing security, and promoting rehabilitation.   Programs such as parole, probation, and 

open prisons are being promoted to reduce reliance on incarceration and facilitate reintegration.  

Efforts are being made to strengthen rehabilitation programs, including vocational training, 

education, and counseling services.The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) plays a 

crucial role in monitoring and addressing human rights issues in prisons.   

Correctional administration in India is a complex and challenging task. While significant progress 

has been made, there is still a long way to go to ensure a humane and effective system. 

Continued efforts are needed to address the challenges of overcrowding, understaffing, and 

resource constraints, while strengthening rehabilitation programs and promoting respect for 

human rights. By working together, policymakers, prison officials, and civil society can create a 

more just and equitable correctional system in India. 

The state of infrastructure within Indian prisons is often dilapidated. Buildings are old, poorly 

maintained, and lack basic amenities. This not only affects the comfort and dignity of inmates 

but also poses safety risks. Inadequate sanitation and ventilation can lead to the spread of 

diseases, while a lack of proper security measures can result in violence and escapes. 

Healthcare within the prison system is another area of concern. Many prisons lack qualified 

medical staff and adequate medical facilities. This leaves inmates vulnerable to untreated 

illnesses and injuries, often leading to serious health complications and even deaths. The lack 

of mental health care is particularly alarming, as many inmates suffer from mental illnesses that 

require specialized treatment.   
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The focus on punishment over rehabilitation is a major flaw in the Indian prison system. While 

punishment is necessary, it should be coupled with programs aimed at reforming inmates and 

preparing them for reintegration into society. Unfortunately, such programs are often lacking or 

poorly implemented. This lack of focus on rehabilitation increases the likelihood of recidivism, 

meaning that former inmates are more likely to re-offend.   

There have been some efforts to reform the Indian prison system. The Supreme Court has 

issued several directives aimed at improving prison conditions, such as reducing overcrowding 

and providing better healthcare. Some states have also implemented programs focused on 

vocational training and education for inmates.   

More needs to be done to address the systemic issues plaguing the Indian prison system. 

Increased funding is necessary to improve infrastructure, hire more staff, and provide better 

healthcare. A greater emphasis on rehabilitation programs is also crucial to reduce recidivism 

rates and help inmates become productive members of society.   

The Indian prison system faces a complex set of challenges that require urgent attention. 

Overcrowding, poor infrastructure, inadequate healthcare, and a lack of focus on rehabilitation 

are some of the pressing issues that need to be addressed. While some efforts have been made 

to reform the system, more comprehensive and sustained action is needed to ensure that prisons 

serve their intended purpose of both punishment and rehabilitation. 

The Indian prison system faces a multitude of challenges that hinder its effectiveness in both 

rehabilitation and punishment. One of the most pressing issues is severe overcrowding, leading 

to deplorable living conditions, inadequate sanitation, and increased vulnerability to disease 

outbreaks. This overcrowding is exacerbated by the large number of undertrials languishing in 

jails due to lengthy legal processes.   

Another significant challenge is the lack of adequate infrastructure and resources. Many prisons 

are old and dilapidated, lacking basic amenities like proper ventilation, clean water, and sufficient 

medical facilities. This results in a subpar standard of living for inmates and poses serious health 
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risks. Moreover, the shortage of trained personnel, including prison guards and counselors, 

further exacerbates the problem.   

The issue of corruption within the prison system is also a major concern. Bribery and other forms 

of corruption can lead to preferential treatment for certain inmates, undermine security 

measures, and facilitate the smuggling of contraband into prisons. This not only compromises 

the safety and security of the prison but also undermines the very purpose of incarceration.   

The lack of emphasis on rehabilitation programs is a significant drawback. While punishment is 

an essential aspect of the criminal justice system, it should be coupled with effective 

rehabilitation efforts to help inmates reintegrate into society upon release. However, many 

prisons lack adequate resources and trained personnel to provide meaningful vocational 

training, education, and counseling services.   

The stigma associated with imprisonment in India poses a significant challenge for former 

inmates. The social stigma and discrimination they face upon release often make it difficult for 

them to find employment and housing, increasing the likelihood of recidivism.   

The Indian prison system faces a complex array of challenges that require urgent attention. 

Addressing these issues requires a multi-pronged approach, including infrastructure 

development, increased budgetary allocations, improved training for prison staff, and a greater 

emphasis on rehabilitation programs. By implementing comprehensive reforms, India can strive 

to create a more humane and effective prison system that promotes both punishment and 

rehabilitation. 

Conclusion 

Criminology and Correctional Administration in India is a complex and multifaceted field that is 

constantly evolving. There are many challenges facing the field, but there is also a growing body 

of research and scholarship that is helping to address these challenges. As India continues to 
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develop, it is important that the field of Criminology and Correctional Administration continues to 

evolve to meet the needs of a changing society. 
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