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Abstract
George Orwell, the greatest literary figure of the twentieth century, is widely revered for his
acute social critique, journalistic integrity, and inimitable prose style. Although his novels such as
Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four are widely read and analyzed, his non-fiction writing —
including essays, autobiographical portraits, and newspaper articles — equally demonstrates mastery
over narrative skill and ironic observation. This paper delves into the singular narrative approach and
application of irony in Orwell's significant non-fiction texts, with emphasis on Shooting an Elephant,
Politics and the English Language, and The Road to Wigan Pier.The research employs a qualitative,
descriptive method in examining Orwell's narrative strategies of first-person autobiographical writing,
descriptive realism, personal reflection, and anecdotal narration. The research looks at how these
strategies produce closeness with the reader while upholding a detached, observer tone. Orwell's
writing is characterized by simplicity, clarity, and an unobtrusive yet powerful use of irony that
presents political, social, and linguistic nonsense of his era.lrony in Orwell's non-fiction is multi-
faceted — from verbal irony and situational irony to moral irony — frequently targeted at himself, the
imperial machine, political regimes, and public hypocrisy. Irony is used by Orwell to express moral
censure in a way that avoids a moralizing tone, a stylistic device that makes his writing more powerful
and winningly popular across generations. This article points out how the narrative mode and irony of
Orwell collaborate to attack the shortcomings of contemporary societies without maintaining narrative
interest and moral complexity. The discussion reasserts Orwell's continued role as a prose master and
social critic whose writings continue to have relevance in modern literary and political discussions.
Keywords
George Orwell, non-fiction writing, narrative, irony, situational irony, political satire, first-person
point of view, literary criticism, Shooting an Elephant, Politics and the English Language
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The function of narrative style and irony in literature, specifically in non-fiction prose, has
long concerned critics. Non-fiction, usually seen as a place of factual reporting and objective
language, is altogether different when it is infused with distinct narrative style and subtlety of
irony. Among modernist writers, George Orwell is unmatched in his capacity to balance
journalistic integrity with literary flair through the use of a prose style that is characterized by
elegance, directness, and subtle irony. Although Orwell's novels, particularly Animal Farm
and Nineteen Eighty-Four, have been widely studied, his essays — such as Shooting an
Elephant, Politics and the English Language, and The Road to Wigan Pier — as well as many

of his other essays demonstrate an equally great command over language, form, and tone.

Orwell's nonfiction writing goes beyond reporting; it chronicles personal experience, makes
criticisms of social and political institutions, and provides introspection on language and
morality, all delivered in a style that is readable yet deep. His distinctive narrative voice,
which intersects first-person observation with philosophical analysis, makes it possible for
readers to encounter complicated socio-political topics without the presence of obvious
polemics. Irony is a key feature of Orwell's writing, a rhetorical tool but also a moral agent,
which allows him to comment on public hypocrisy, imperial pretentiousness, and linguistic
abuse in a nuanced and economical manner.

This essay will suggest examining the way George Orwell's narrative voice and deployment
of irony structure the thematic and rhetorical landscape of his nonfiction writing. It will
investigate the means by which he integrates autobiographical practice, political observation,
and moral consideration into continuous narrative. Also, the investigation will consider the
way Orwell's ironic voice complements his criticisms of modern society while maintaining
narrative interest and literary worth

By placing Orwell in the context of English non-fiction prose, the study attempts to reaffirm
his literary journalism and political essay writing contribution. The article attempts to
reinforce Orwell's relevance in present-day discussion, where the clarity of thought, integrity
of language, and courage of moral expression continue to be as important as ever.

1.1 Background of the Study

The English prose tradition has seen the gradual development of non-fiction prose from
simple fact-telling to more literary and introspective styles. Through the centuries, essay

writers and journalists have created techniques for narrating that turn individual experience
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and social observation into engaging prose. Narrative style, once deemed the exclusive
territory of fiction, has found its place in non-fiction writing, where the author’s voice,
perspective, and rhetorical choices become central to engaging readers and conveying
complex ideas.

In this tradition, irony has become an indispensable literary tool in nonfiction prose,
specifically as a vehicle for social critique and moral reflection. It enables authors to treat
sensitive topics in a delicate manner without the flagrant didacticism, using humor,
understatement, and paradox to identify hypocrisy and contradictions in public discourse.
From ancient satirists such as Juvenal and Swift to contemporary essayists, irony has been an
indispensable tool in attacking institutions, ideologies, and human behavior.

George Orwell's non-fiction writing has a unique place within this tradition. As a political
writer, journalist, and essayist, Orwell intertwined personal experience with analytical
thinking, incorporating narrative tone and irony to question the political and cultural fears of
his day. His essays, travel writing, and critical articles tend to start with plain, descriptive
statements that step by step build into rich socio-political observation, a method that allows
for both readability and intellectual substance.

Orwell’s works reflect the contradictions of the twentieth century — colonial oppression,
totalitarian regimes, poverty, and the misuse of language for political ends. In addressing these
issues, Orwell never resorts to abstract theorizing. Instead, he relies on concrete experiences,
personal anecdotes, and a direct narrative style infused with subtle irony. His ability to narrate,
reflect, and critique simultaneously makes his non-fiction prose both accessible and
intellectually stimulating.

This research, then, tries to examine how Orwell's narrative methods and employment of irony
inform his non-fiction style. It tries to investigate how such elements not only enrich the
literary value of his essays but also add strength to their ethical and political tones. The study
places Orwell's work in the wider context of English non-fiction, reasserting his enduring
impact on contemporary essay composition and political analysis.

1.2 Significance of Narrative Technique and Irony in Non-Fiction Writing

Narrative technique and irony are essential ingredients in non-fiction writing, taking the genre
beyond reportage into the realm of literature that can stimulate, provoke, engage, and
challenge readers emotionally and intellectually. While objectivity and factuality have been
the hallmark of non-fiction, the use of narrative devices injects subjectivity, interpretation,
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and rhetorical sophistication, rendering otherwise dense and abstract concepts palatable and
accessible.
Narrative mode in non-fiction includes the incorporation of personal experience, first-person
commentary, descriptive realism, and a consistent voice that can lead the reader through
events and concepts. This style enables authors to personalise universal issues, placing
personal experience in dialogue with public debate. It makes prose more persuasive as it
enables authors to shape readers' perceptions and attitudes subtly.
Irony, in contrast, is a powerful social and political commentary device for non-fiction. It
allows writers to reveal contradictions, satirize pretensions, and question authority without
direct aggression. With situational irony, verbal irony, and ethical irony, writers can call
attention to societal absurdities while engaging in narrative.
In the instance of George Orwell, irony and narrative voice are both crucial to his prose in the
non-fiction genre. Orwell's straightforward, unpretentious narrative voice and understated
irony enable him to criticize colonialism, totalitarianism, and linguistic trickery convincingly.
Such factors render his prose not merely informative but also aesthetically valuable, ending
the schism between journalism and literature. Examining Orwell's methods provides
invaluable lessons on how non-fiction could be both ethically credible and aesthetically
engaging.
1.3 Study Objectives
e To discuss George Orwell's unique narrative style within his non-fiction writing.
e To investigate the use of irony as a rhetorical and moral tool in Orwell's essays and
travel writing.
e To explore how narrative style and irony make Orwell's non-fiction rich in theme and
easy to read.
e To place Orwell's non-fiction writing within the broader tradition of English literary
journalism.
e To highlight the continuing relevance of Orwell’s narrative and rhetorical techniques

in contemporary socio-political discourse.

1.4 Scop and Limitations

Scope:
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Focuses on selected major non-fiction works of George Orwell, including Shooting an
Elephant, Politics and the English Language, and The Road to Wigan Pier.
Analyzes narrative techniques, tone, and use of irony in these works.

Situates Orwell’s prose within the tradition of English non-fiction literature.

Limitations:

It does not include Orwell's fiction or all of his lesser essays and letters.

It is confined to literary and thematic examination, not including audience reception
studies or comparative examination with other essayists.

The investigation is confined to the narrative and rhetorical characteristics of some
works, without exhaustive socio-historical examination of the whole Orwellian

oeuvre.

2 Review of Literature

2.1 Definition of Narrative Style in Literary Prose

1. Woloch, A. (2021). Orwell and the essay form: Two case studies. Stanford Humanities

Center, ROFL, 5(1). Emphasizes the tension between "plain™ and "writerly" narrative
voices in Orwell's prose shc.stanford.edu.

Saunders, L. (2019). George Orwell — a master of narration. The Orwell Foundation.
Analyzes narrative point of view changes in Down and Out in Paris and London,
demonstrating how  Orwell's  own voice mitigates  didacticism
aestheticalmagazine.com

Dean, L. (2019). Orwell's writing style. The Novelry blog. Highlights Orwell's clarity

like a window-pane and how he hones prose with personal experience

2.2 Irony in Contemporary English Non-Fiction

4. Choudhary, P. D. (2021). Multimodal sarcasm explanation. In ArXiv discussion of

irony in narrative contexts.
Yaghoobian, H., Arabnia, H. R., & Rasheed, K. (2021). Sarcasm detection: A
comparative study. ArXiv Provides typology of verbal irony and situational sarcasm

applicable to the analysis of prose

2.3 Critical Studies on George Orwell’'s Narrative Technique
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6.

Packer, G. (2020). George Orwell Narrative Essays compilation. Includes critical
commentary on Shooting an Elephant and other essays, highlighting narrative
anecdote and reflection

Robshaw, B. (2019). The essays of George Orwell. Slightly Foxed Literary
Review.Comments on Orwell's narrative clarity, moral voice, and stylistic consistency
New Critical Review. (2020). Political satire and Orwell's moral agenda [Review of
works by Orwell]. New Critical Review, 10(1), 70-79.

2.4 Orwell's Place in English Non-Fiction Prose Tradition

9.

10.

11.

The Year's Work in English Studies (2021). Modern literature review: Orwell's legacy.
Oxford Academic, 82(1). Notices the academic controversy and renewed appeal of
Orwell's nonfiction academic.oup.com

"Homage to Orwelliana” (2021). TheArticle. Evaluates Orwell's lasting stylistic and
moral impact on modern essays

Foxed Quarterly, B. (2019). Orwell and free thought: literary analysis. Emphasizes
Orwell as an essayist grounded in English literary convention but radical in dealing

with political dishonesty

2.5 Further Scholarly Evidence

12.

13.

14.

15.

ArXiv preprint (2021). Figurative language in stories by Chakrabarty et al. Provides
insights into non-literal language methods such as irony in story prose

ArXiv preprint (2021). Stylistic analysis of irony and sarcasm by El Baroudi. Offers
methodological basis for the detection of irony in prose

Saunders, L. (2019). Orwell's prose clarity: personal and moral dimension. The
Novelry.Supports Orwell's narrative status

New Critical Review (2020). Orwell's moral agenda in prose. New Critical Review,
10(1), 70-79. Puts Orwell into a moral narrative tradition

3 Research Methodology

3.1 Research Design:

The research utilizes a qualitative, descriptive, and analytical research design. It employs

content analysis to study narrative styles and irony usage in George Orwell's chosen non-

fiction writing. The aim is to uncover patterns within his narrative style, categorize the types

of irony, and study their thematic role in his essays.
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Sources of Data:
Primary Data:
e Shooting an Elephant
e Politics and the English Language
e The Road to Wigan Pier
e Such, Such Were the Joys

Secondary Data:
e Academic articles, literary critiques, critical essays (until 2021) on Orwell's non-
fiction narrative strategies and satire.
e Sample Size and Selection Method:

e Purposive sampling of 4 key non-fiction prose writings of George Orwell.

Criteria:
Relevance to narrative technique and irony.
e High critical acclaim.

e Representative of Orwell's moral and political voice.

3.2 Data Collection and Analysis:
Close reading of chosen works.
e ldentifying narrative strategies (first-person, reportorial style, anecdotal reflection,
descriptive realism).
e Classifying instances of irony (verbal, situational, ethical irony).
e Counting frequency and percentage frequency of each feature in the four texts.
e Hand qualitative analysis with percentage-content categorization — no statistical

program employed.

4 Data Analysis
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Table 1: Narrative Techniques in Selected Orwell Non-Fiction Prose

NARRATIVE NO. OF WORKS (OUT PERCENTAGE (%)
TECHNIQUE OF 4)

FIRST-PERSON 4 100%
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL

DESCRIPTIVE 3 75%

REALISM

ANECDOTAL 3 75%
REFLECTION

REPORTORIALSTYLE | 2 50%

CHART TITLE

= No. of Works (out of 4) = Percentage (%) Columnl
4.5
4
3.5 3 3
3
2.5 2
2
1.5
1 75% 75%
0.5 = =

0 =

First-person Descriptive Realism Anecdotal Reflection Reportorial Style
Autobiographical

Interpretation:

All four works prominently use first-person narrative (100%), making Orwell’s prose
intimate and ethically engaged. Descriptive realism and anecdotal reflection (75%)
reinforce his socio-political critique through vivid personal experience.

Table 2: Types of Irony Identified

Type of Irony No. of Works (out of 4) Percentage (%)
Verbal Irony 4 100%
Situational Irony 3 75%

Ethical Irony (self- 2 50%

critique)
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CHART TITLE

E No. of Works (out of 4) = Percentage (%) Columnl

4
4 ==

= 3
3 =

== 2
2 == _

= 100% =
1 = —— = 50%
0 - = = =

Verbal Irony Situational Irony Ethical Irony (self-critique)

Interpretation:

Verbal irony is omnipresent (100%6), especially in Orwell’s critiques of language, power,
and hypocrisy. Situational irony (75%) arises in his personal dilemmas, notably in Shooting
an Elephant. Ethical irony (50%) enhances moral introspection.

Table 3: Dominant Themes Supported by Narrative and Irony

THEMATIC CONCERN NO. OF WORKS PERCENTAGE (%)
COLONIAL 2 50%

OPPRESSION

LINGUISTIC 2 50%
MANIPULATION

CLASS EXPLOITATION | 1 25%

HUMAN HYPOCRISY 4 100%

AND SELF-DELUSION

CHART TITLE

= No. of Works = Percentage

—_

%)

100%

L -

50% 50%

|

25%
—

[— |

[ — |

[EEN

Colonial Oppression Linguistic Manipulation Class Exploitation Human Hypocrisy and Self-
Delusion
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Interpretation:

All works critique human hypocrisy and self-deception (100%), with secondary focuses on
colonial oppression and linguistic corruption (50%). The Road to Wigan Pier singularly
addresses class issues (25%b).

Table 4: Tone Distribution

TONE TYPE NO. OF WORKS PERCENTAGE (%)
SATIRICAL AND | 3 75%

HUMOROUS

CYNICAL AND BITTER 2 50%

MORALLY 4 100%
REFLECTIVE

CHART TITLE

= No. of Works = Percentage (%) Columnl

4.5 4

4
3.5 3

3 —
2.5 EE== 2

2 EE== =
1.5 = =

1 = 7% =
0.5

Satirical and Humorous Cynical and Bitter Morally Reflective Category 4

Interpretation:

Moral reflection dominates (100%), with satirical humor (75%) as Orwell’s chief
rhetorical device, particularly evident in Politics and the English Language. Cynicism (50%0)
appears in works dealing with colonial and class issues.

5 Discussion

The reading confirms that Orwell uses consistently a first-person narrative voice throughout
his non-fiction to establish moral proximity and engage readers in his conundrums. Verbal
irony is still Orwell's preferred method to reveal social and political follies without resorting

to overtly polemical voices.
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The existence of situational and ethical irony adds depth to the moral complexity of his essays,
particularly where Orwell involves himself in the very system he is attacking. Colonialism,
linguistic degradation, class domination, and moral hypocrisy are some of the themes which
recur throughout works, indicating Orwell's dedication to revealing societal imperfections
through autobiographical narrative.
The tone oscillates between humor, cynicism, and contemplation, which gives Orwell's essays
both aesthetic depth and ethical seriousness.
6 Conclusion
The research confirms that George Orwell's non-fiction writing is a masterful combination of
narrative fiction and ironic comment, which allows him to criticize modern social and political
actuality without giving up narrative closeness. His essays continue to be great models of
literary journalism in which style clarity, narrative art, and moral involvement accompany
each other.
7 Key Findings

e Autobiographical first-person narration (100%) is fundamental to Orwell's non-

fiction.

e Verbal irony (100%) is the most used ironic device.
e Human hypocrisy (100%) is the most uniform thematic preoccupation.

e Orwell successfully juggles satiric humor and moral introspection.

8 Suggestions
e Comparative examination with modern essayists such as Joan Didion, Arundhati Roy,
or Pankaj Mishra might detail the development of narrative and irony.
e An examination of Orwell's journalism and letters may further reveal his stylistic
conformity outside grand essays.
e Using this model on current political satire blogs or columns could challenge Orwell's

strategies' applicability in online non-fiction.
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