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Abstract:  

This research paper presents a detailed historical account of how rural development schemes 

in India emerged, evolved, and gradually reached the grassroots level, with a special focus on 

their implementation in Parbhani District of Maharashtra. It begins by tracing early 

community development efforts before independence, which laid the foundation for later rural 

interventions. After independence, the Government of India introduced a series of programmes 

aimed at nation-building and improving agricultural productivity, especially during the 1950s 

and 1960s. Over time, the priorities of rural development shifted from increasing food 

production during the Green Revolution era to implementing poverty alleviation programmes 

for the rural poor during the 1970s to the 1990s. In the period after the year 2000, the focus 

moved toward rights-based entitlements, social protection, and rural infrastructure expansion. 

The paper explains how each phase of development brought significant changes in policies as 

well as administrative structures. In Parbhani District, these schemes were gradually adapted 

to local needs and institutionalized through the coordinated efforts of the Zilla Parishad, block-

level departments, and Gram Panchayats. These institutions played essential roles in local 

planning, selecting beneficiaries, distributing funds, and monitoring progress. The study 

emphasizes how local conditions such as drought, resource limitations, political factors, and 

levels of community participation shaped actual implementation by presenting Parbhani as a 

smaller reflection of the national rural development process,  This narrative highlights that 

national policies become meaningful only when interpreted and applied at the district and 

village levels. The paper therefore contributes to a deeper understanding of how rural 

development policies are transformed into practical action in everyday rural life. 
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Introduction: 

Rural development in India has progressed through several distinct phases that reflect shifting 

economic priorities, political directions, and social expectations. In the early years after 

independence, the focus was mainly on community mobilisation and improving agricultural 

productivity. Programmes such as the Community Development Programme and the Intensive 

Agricultural District Programme sought to introduce scientific farming, irrigation facilities, and 

basic village-level services. Over time, the rural development agenda expanded as 

policymakers recognised the depth of poverty, unemployment, and social inequality in rural 

areas. This led to the emergence of targeted poverty alleviation programmes during the 1970s, 

1980s, and 1990s, including wage employment schemes, rural housing initiatives, and area-

based development strategies. The period after 2000 marked another significant shift as rural 

development became more rights oriented and institutionally structured. Schemes such as the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), the National 

Rural Livelihoods Mission, Swachh Bharat Mission, Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Gramin, 

and Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana introduced legal entitlements, digital tracking 

systems, social audits, and decentralised implementation through Panchayati Raj Institutions. 

These programmes aimed to enhance transparency, strengthen local participation, and ensure 

sustained improvements in livelihoods, housing, sanitation, and connectivity. 

Parbhani District, located in the Marathwada region of Maharashtra, offers an important setting 

to understand how national-level schemes are interpreted and implemented at the district and 

village levels. The district is characterised by a predominantly agrarian economy, recurrent 

droughts, uneven irrigation facilities, and a socially diverse population that includes marginal 

farmers, labourers, and vulnerable communities. These features make Parbhani both an active 

recipient and a practical testing ground for various rural development interventions. Within 

Parbhani, the translation of national schemes into local action takes place through a structured 

administrative system led by the Zilla Parishad, supported by block-level departments and 

implemented through Gram Panchayats. Each scheme undergoes a process of adaptation based 

on local needs, resource availability, ground realities, and community participation. The 

district’s experience highlights how administrative capacity, political leadership, awareness 

among beneficiaries, and socio-economic conditions influence the actual outcomes of rural 

development programmes. 

Studying Parbhani therefore provides valuable insights into the functioning of rural 

development governance in India. It demonstrates how large national policies acquire concrete 

meaning at the grassroots level and how local institutions shape the success or limitations of 

development initiatives. 

Historical Background of Rural Development in India 
Pre-Independence Efforts (Before 1947): 

Rural development during colonial rule took place through: 

 Famine relief measures 

 Co-operative credit societies (1904) 
 Village uplift experiments by leaders like Rabindranath Tagore and Gandhian 

constructive programmes 
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 Land revenue administration reforms 

These efforts lacked an integrated approach but laid the foundation for early post-independence 

schemes emphasising community participation and rural reconstruction. 

Evolution of Rural Development Schemes in Post-Independence India 

India’s rural development trajectory are divided into major phases as. 

Phase I: Community Development and Intensive Agricultural Efforts (1950s–1960s) 

Community Development Programme (CDP), 1952 

 First national-level programme after independence. 

 Aimed to mobilize people for self-help activities. 

 Introduced Block Development Offices. 

 Inspired by American community projects and democratic decentralization philosophy. 

National Extension Service (NES), 1953 

 Expanded technical services to rural areas. 

 Focused on agriculture, health, and village-level training. 

Intensive Agricultural District Programme (IADP) & High-Yielding Varieties 

Programme (HYVP) 

 Introduced in the 1960s during the Green Revolution. 

 Emphasized productivity rather than poverty alleviation. 

 Created new agricultural institutions and scientific extension networks. 

Relevance to Parbhani: 

 

These programmes transformed Parbhani’s cropping patterns (cotton, bajra, jowar), introduced 

fertiliser use, and strengthened agricultural extension wings at the district and taluka levels. 

Phase II: Integrated Rural Development and Poverty Alleviation (1970s–1980s) 

Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP), 1978 

 First major anti-poverty programme in India. 

 Provided asset-based subsidies to BPL households. 

 Implemented through District Rural Development Agencies (DRDAs). 

Related schemes 

 TRYSEM (Training of Youth for Self-Employment) 

 DWCRA (Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas) 



 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 61 

 NREP and RLEGP (rural employment programmes) 

Relevance to Parbhani: 

Parbhani’s DRDA (created under IRDP) became a major administrative node, coordinating 

subsidies, loan linkages, and training programmes. Many rural families received assets such as 

cows, goats, borewells, and small machines. 

Phase III: Structural Reforms and Decentralisation (1990s) 

73rd Constitutional Amendment (1992) 

 Empowered Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). 

 Mandated Gram Sabha participation. 

 Required the devolution of 29 subjects to PRIs. 

 Institutionalized Zilla Parishads and Block Panchayats. 

Establishment of Zilla Parishad’s Role 

 Zilla Parishads became key implementing agencies for rural schemes: 

o Infrastructure (roads, drinking water) 

o Employment generation 

o Education and health services 

Relevance to Parbhani: 

Parbhani Zilla Parishad became the central hub for scheme planning and monitoring through 

standing committees (Agriculture, Social Justice, Water Supply, Education). 

Revamped Rural Livelihood Programmes 

 Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS) 

 JRY and later JGSY (employment schemes) 

Parbhani frequently used these schemes for water conservation works due to recurrent 

droughts. 

Phase IV: Rights-Based and Inclusive Development Era (2000–2014) 

This period marked a shift towards entitlements and social protection. 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005 

 Legal right to 100 days of wage employment. 

 Social audits made mandatory. 

 Revolutionary impact on rural labour markets. 

Parbhani Implementation: 
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 MGNREGA works focused on farm ponds, bunding, and watershed development. 

 Improved water availability in blocks like Gangakhed and Jintur. 

National Rural Health Mission (NRHM), 2005 

Strengthened ASHA network and rural primary health services. 

Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) 

 Promoted Self-Help Groups (SHGs). 

 Became the predecessor of National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM). 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), 2000 

 Rural connectivity programme. 

 Transformed interior villages in Parbhani like Daithana, Purna, and Selu. 

Phase V: Infrastructure, Housing, and Digital Governance (2014–Present) 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G) 

 Right to dignified housing for all. 

 Use of SECC data ensured transparent beneficiary selection. 

Parbhani Execution: 

 

Zilla Parishad monitors construction through mobile apps and geo-tagging. 

Swachh Bharat Mission – Gramin (SBM-G) 

 Large-scale sanitation movement. 

 Parbhani achieved high toilet construction rates; Gram Sabhas pushed usage and 

behaviour change. 

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 

 Household tap-water connections. 

 In Parbhani, Village Water and Sanitation Committees (VWSCs) were formed. 

NRLM (UMED in Maharashtra) 

 Strengthened women’s SHGs and livelihood diversification. 

Digital monitoring systems 

 AwaasSoft, MGNREGA MIS, PMGSY OMMAS 

 Created real-time accountability in rural development. 
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The Administrative Journey: How Schemes Reach Parbhani District 

Policy Formulation at the National Level 

 Ministries (MoRD, MoHFW, MoRD, MDWS, etc.) design schemes. 

 Funding patterns: 60:40 (Centre:State) or 90:10 for special regions. 

State Government Translation 

 Maharashtra issues GRs (Government Resolutions). 

 Departmental directorates release guidelines to district offices. 

District Governance (Zilla Parishad + Collectorate) 

Key institutions: 

1. Zilla Parishad (Elected) 
o CEO and Standing Committees 

o Oversees line departments 

2. District Collector 
o Land, revenue, law & order 

o Disaster management 

Functions: 

 Fund release to Blocks 

 Physical & financial monitoring 

 Training to Gram Panchayats 

 Social audit facilitation 

 Quality control mechanisms 

Block-Level Administration (Panchayat Samiti) 

 Extension officers for agriculture, health, education 

 Programme Officers (MGNREGA) 

 Taluka-level technical staff (engineers, accountants) 

Gram Panchayat and Gram Sabha 

 Beneficiary selection 

 Local planning (Gram Panchayat Development Plan - GPDP) 

 Work execution and supervision 

 Social audits and transparency meetings 

Local Implementation in Parbhani: A Narrative Account 



 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 64 

Early Years (1950s–70s): Block Offices as Nodal Agencies 

 Parbhani’s BDOs became central to CDP and NES. 

 Agricultural extension revolutionized cotton cultivation. 

 Villages participated in community projects (roads, schools). 

Poverty Alleviation Era (1980s–90s): DRDA Dominance 

 DRDA Parbhani handled IRDP loans and subsidies. 

 TRYSEM trained rural youth in tailoring, welding, motor repair. 

 Watershed projects grew due to chronic drought conditions. 

After Decentralisation (Post-1992): Zilla Parishad Empowerment 

 Elected representatives gained planning powers. 

 Village and block committees started preparing development proposals. 

 Social sector schemes (education, nutrition, health) strengthened under ZP oversight. 

Rights-Based Implementation (2005–14) 

 MGNREGA created mass participation. 

 Social audits became common in Parbhani, reducing discrepancies in muster rolls. 

 Rural roads and anganwadis improved drastically. 

Infrastructure and Digital Governance (2014–Present) 

 PMAY-G houses became transformative; geo-tagged checks reduced corruption. 

 SBM turned into a behavioural campaign, not only a toilet-construction drive. 

 Jal Jeevan Mission pipelines expanded household water supply. 

 SHG movement under UMED strengthened economic independence of women in 

Parbhani. 

Key Challenges in Local Implementation 

1. Water scarcity and drought leading to overdependence on schemes. 

2. Low digital literacy at Gram Panchayat level. 

3. Delays in fund release due to administrative bottlenecks. 

4. Political interference in beneficiary selection. 

5. Capacity gaps among GP members and frontline staff. 

6. Migration of labour affecting MGNREGA uptake seasonally. 

Positive Impacts Observed Over Time 

1. Significant improvement in rural connectivity (PMGSY). 

2. Expansion of irrigation through watershed works and farm ponds. 

3. Strengthening of women's economic participation (SHGs + NRLM). 

4. Rise in household sanitation and hygiene. 

5. Empowerment of Gram Sabha in planning and monitoring. 
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6. Enhanced housing quality and asset creation (PMAY-G). 

The evolution of rural development schemes in India mirrors the transformation of the 

developmental state from community-centred interventions to productivity-driven growth, 

from targeted anti-poverty schemes to rights-based entitlements, and finally, to digital, 

infrastructure-intensive programmes. Parbhani District illustrates how national policies evolve 

into district-level realities. Every phase as CDP, IRDP, JRY, MGNREGA, PMAY-G left 

institutional footprints on its administration. Over time, Zilla Parishad became sophisticated 

implementation of machinery capable of managing complex databases, technical works, and 

social sector schemes. The district’s experience demonstrates that successful implementation 

depends on policy design and on historical context, ecological constraints, and administrative 

capacity. 

Conclusion: 

The historical trajectory of rural development in India reveals continuous experimentation, 

adaptation, and institutional strengthening. The schemes evolved from general welfare to 

targeted anti-poverty interventions, and eventually to comprehensive, rights-based 

programmes backed by digital systems. Parbhani District’s administrative experience shows 

how national programmes are localized through the coordinated efforts of Zilla Parishad, 

Panchayat Samiti, Gram Panchayat, and Gram Sabha. Apart from these challenges, the district 

has effectively aligned with national priorities and used schemes to improve infrastructures, 

livelihoods, and community welfare. Understanding this historical evolution helps researchers, 

policymakers, and administrators design future programmes that are better suited to local 

realities, more participatory, and more sustainable. 
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