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Abstract 

Agro Service Centers (Agro Service Centers) serve as essential intermediaries that 

provide agricultural inputs and advisory services to farmers. In Junnar Tehsil, the efficacy of 

these centres and the productivity of farmers are hindered by financial constraints, skill 

deficiencies, regulatory challenges, inefficient irrigation systems, and limited market access.  

This research investigates the obstacles encountered by Agro Service Centre proprietors 

and farmers while identifying their training and capacity-building needs in areas such as 

technical skills, business management, and sustainable agricultural practices. Utilizing a 

descriptive research design based on both primary and secondary data sources, the study 

underscores the interdependence between Agro Service Centers and farmers. The results point 

to the necessity for integrated interventions from government entities, non-governmental 

organizations, and the private sector to enhance agricultural service delivery and foster 

sustainable rural development. 

 

Keywords: Agro Service Centers, training requirements, capacity building, sustainable 
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 1. Introduction 

Agriculture is a fundamental aspect of rural livelihoods in India, especially in semi-arid 

areas like Junnar Tehsil in Maharashtra. The sector's success relies not only on natural 

resources but also on institutional support systems that enable access to quality inputs, 
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technology, and information. Agro Service Centers (Agro Service Centers) act as crucial 

connectors between farmers and the agricultural input supply chain by providing seeds, 

fertilizers, pesticides, machinery assistance, and technical advice. 

Despite their vital role in agriculture's ecosystem, Agro Service Centers and farmers in 

Junnar Tehsil face ongoing operational challenges. Owners of Agro Service Centers deal with 

financial restrictions along with limited technical knowledge and managerial skills 

compounded by regulatory hurdles; meanwhile, farmers encounter difficulties related to 

insufficient access to quality inputs coupled with poor irrigation methods and restricted market 

connectivity.  

These limitations negatively impact agricultural productivity as well as income 

stability. To achieve sustainable agricultural development effectively requires addressing these 

issues through structured training initiatives focused on capacity building. This study analyses 

these challenges while proposing specific interventions aimed at enhancing the agricultural 

framework within the region. 

 

 2. Problem Statement 

Agro Service Centers in Junnar Tehsil are intended to assist farmers by ensuring timely 

access to quality inputs alongside technical guidance; however, they are constrained by 

financial issues as well as skill shortages exacerbated by regulatory complexities that limit their 

effectiveness.  

Farmers experience production inefficiencies stemming from inadequate irrigation 

infrastructure coupled with restricted market access along with subpar input quality. The lack 

of structured training tailored to identified needs has weakened collaboration between Agro 

Service Centers and farmers; thus, necessitating a systematic evaluation of these challenges 

along with associated training requirements. 

 

3. Study Objectives 

This study aims to achieve the following objectives: 

1. Identify key challenges confronting Agro Service Centre proprietors and farmers within 

Junnar Tehsil. 
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2. Evaluate existing gaps regarding training opportunities for these stakeholders. 

3. Propose specialized training programs concentrating on technical skills development 

along with business management practices as well as sustainable farming techniques. 

4. Suggest a collaborative framework involving governmental bodies alongside NGOs 

plus private sector participation aimed at enhancing agricultural results. 

 

 4. Hypotheses 

1. H1: Financial limitations combined with skill-related deficits significantly impact the 

operational effectiveness of Agro Service Centers. 

2. H2: Farmers connected with well-trained Agro Service Centres demonstrate higher 

levels of productivity. 

3. H3: Training focused on sustainable farming practices positively influences resource 

use efficiency alongside farm income. 

4. H4: Collaborative efforts among institutions improve the effectiveness of agricultural 

training initiatives. 

 

 5. Research Methodology 

 5.1 Research Design 

The study utilizes a descriptive research design for analysing challenges alongside training 

needs. 

 5.2 Study Area 

Research was carried out in Junnar Tehsil located within Pune District in Maharashtra. 

5.3 Sampling Technique 

Purposive sampling was employed for selecting owners of Agro Service Centers while random 

sampling was used for farmer participants. 

5.4 Data Sources 

Primary Data: Structured questionnaires coupled with interviews 

Secondary Data: Government publications including reports along with policy documents plus 

academic journals including FAO materials 

5.5 Analysis Tools 
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Both percentage analysis alongside qualitative interpretation was utilized. 

 

 6. Challenges Faced by Agro Service Centre Owners 

 6.1 Financial Limitations 

Restricted access to institutional credit accompanied by high interest rates limits 

investments directed towards infrastructure improvement along with quality inputs plus 

technological advancement. 

6.2 Skill Deficiencies 

A lack of familiarity concerning modern agricultural technologies coupled with 

inadequate business management knowledge reduces service delivery efficiency. 

 

6.3 Regulatory Barriers 

Complicated licensing processes paired with inconsistent policy enforcement create 

unpredictability while hindering entrepreneurial growth. 

 

 7. Constraints Faced by Farmers 

7.1 Accessing Quality Inputs 

Limited availability combined with elevated costs associated with certified inputs 

adversely affects crop productivity levels. 

7.2 Ineffective Irrigation Practices 

Reliance upon traditional irrigation methods leads to water wastage alongside 

fluctuating crop yields. 

7.3 Limited Market Connectivity 

Poor infrastructural conditions paired with insufficient market insights force farmers 

into selling produce at diminished prices. 

8.Training Needs for Sustainable Development 

8.1 Technical Skill Enhancement 

Training programs focusing on precision agriculture along with pest control strategies 

plus machinery operation can significantly elevate productivity metrics. 

8.2 Business Management Capacity Building 
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Enhancing capabilities surrounding cost management marketing approaches combined 

record-keeping can boost profitability margins. 

8.3 Promotion of Sustainable Farming Techniques 

Encouraging soil health maintenance coupled water conservation practices along eco-

friendly input usage ensures enduring sustainability. 

 

Findings 

1. Financial restrictions considerably influence ASC operations overall. 

2. Farmers heavily depend upon Agro Service Centers for both inputs alongside advisory 

support. 

3. Both ASC owners together, with farmers express strong willingness towards 

participating within various training programs. 

4. Limited adoption rates concerning sustainable practices persist primarily due 

information gaps or absence thereof technical assistance. 

 

Discussion 

These findings indicate that reinforcing Agro Service Centers via targeted educational 

initiatives could improve service provision thereby enhancing farmer productivity levels. 

Strengthening institutional coordination accompanied capacity-building measures remain 

critical elements necessary overcoming systemic barriers whilst advocating sustainability 

across agriculture landscapes. 

 

Recommendations 

1. Conduct regularized trainings through agricultural outreach agencies. 

2. Enhance accessibility towards subsidized funding options designated specifically ASC 

proprietors. 

3. Advocate micro-irrigation methods alongside promoting water-saving technologies. 

4. Foster market connections via Farmer Producer Organizations complemented digital 

platforms. 
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5. Promote public-private partnerships facilitating both educational endeavors & service 

provisions within agriculture sectors. 

 

Conclusions 

This investigation concludes that resolving financial, technical, and institutional 

impediments faced jointly between Agricultural Services Centres, and local producers is 

pivotal attaining long-term viable solutions surrounding agrarian progress situated within 

Junner Teshil area. Targeted workshops augmenting resource allocation strategy 

complemented cooperative backing can substantially uplift overall yield performance stability 

income robustness environmental stewardship. 
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